
	  

While	  my	  mother	  and	  I	  were	  going	  through	  some	  of	  her	  personal	  effects,	  she	  found	  an	  old	  ILLINOIS	  
ALUMNI	  NEWS	  from	  January,	  1949.	  	  She	  must	  have	  known	  at	  the	  time	  that	  her	  1	  year	  old	  son	  was	  
destined	  to	  be	  a	  corn	  breeder	  and	  saved	  this	  issue	  with	  the	  article	  about	  the	  University	  of	  Illinois	  Botany	  
department’s	  hiring	  of	  Marcus	  Rhoades	  and	  John	  Laughnan.	  	  	  Remembering	  reading	  the	  letter	  from	  John	  
Laughnan	  written	  in	  1958	  and	  published	  in	  the	  2008	  Maize	  Genetics	  Cooperation	  Newsletter	  where	  he	  
proposed	  “an	  informal	  get-‐together	  of	  maize	  geneticists”,	  I	  thought	  perhaps	  some	  would	  enjoy	  reading	  
about	  the	  hiring	  of	  Dr.	  Laughnan	  and	  Dr.	  Rhoades.	  	  	  	  John	  Laughnan	  particularly	  is	  a	  special	  memory	  for	  
me	  as	  he	  taught	  me	  my	  first	  college	  genetics	  course.	  	  	  As	  a	  sweet	  corn	  breeder	  I	  also	  am	  indebted	  to	  him	  
for	  his	  development	  of	  Illini	  Chief,	  the	  first	  sweet	  corn	  hybrid	  with	  the	  sh2	  gene	  –	  a	  type	  of	  corn	  now	  
commonly	  known	  as	  “supersweet”.	  

Dr.	  Rhoades	  helped	  found	  the	  Maize	  Genetics	  Coop	  and	  I	  believe	  was	  the	  first	  curator	  of	  the	  genetic	  
stocks.	  	  	  While	  a	  graduate	  student	  at	  Illinois	  the	  MGC	  still	  met	  at	  Allerton	  Park.	  	  At	  those	  meetings	  I	  had	  
the	  opportunity	  to	  meet	  Dr.	  Rhoades	  and	  many	  other	  well	  known	  corn	  geneticists	  and	  chat	  informally	  
during	  the	  evening	  cocktail	  hour.	  	  	  	  

I	  hope	  some	  of	  you	  appreciate	  the	  little	  bit	  of	  history	  presented	  in	  this	  old	  alumni	  news.	  

David	  Fisher	  

DeForest,	  WI	  

Monsanto	  	  	  

Maize Genetics Cooperation Newsletter vol 86 2012 Fisher Page 1 of 3

Please Note: Notes submitted to the Maize Genetics Cooperation Newsletter may be cited only with consent of authors.

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text
HISTORICAL NOTE

schaefferm
Typewritten Text

schaefferm
Typewritten Text



Maize Genetics Cooperation Newsletter vol 86 2012 Fisher Page 2 of 3

Please Note: Notes submitted to the Maize Genetics Cooperation Newsletter may be cited only with consent of authors.



Maize Genetics Cooperation Newsletter vol 86 2012 Fisher Page 3 of 3

Please Note: Notes submitted to the Maize Genetics Cooperation Newsletter may be cited only with consent of authors.




